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Canada
Canada, described by Voltaire as “a few 
acres of snow,” entered the world of wine
with the plausible proposition, so it seemed, 
of Icewine. But the last 30 years have seen  
a wine revolution, partly fuelled by climate 
change. This vast country has been finding  
its Bordeaux and Burgundy in, respectively,  
its two main wine-growing provinces: British 
Columbia and Ontario.

Wine is now made in seven of the 10 
provinces, with Quebec and Nova Scotia 
increasingly significant producers. There is no 
national wine law – the task being apparently
too hard – so each of the four most important 
provinces has enacted its own. It matters, 
because Canadian wine companies bottle so 
much imported wine, and it is not always 
clearly differentiated from native ferments.

Exports (indeed total production levels)  
are still modest, but wine of some kind has 
been made commercially in Canada since the 
mid-1800s. A small industry, relying mainly on 
hybrid and American labrusca vine varieties, 
had emerged in Ontario by the 1970s. The
modern industry began in the 1990s, after 
the North American Free Trade Agreement 
forced Canadian wineries to prepare for a
flood of California wines. Growers started  
to plant more vinifera varieties. In Ontario, 
vineyards increased and the number of 
wineries grew from a handful in the 1980s  
to 60 in 2000 and more than 200 in 2018
(see p.293). British Columbia’s wine industry, 

based on vinifera vines and examined overleaf, 
took off at the same time, with the number of 
wineries reaching almost 300 by 2018.

Quebec
Today, there are about 150 wineries in the 
province of Quebec, but almost all are very 
small, and hardly any of their produce is sold 
outside the province. Winters are so cold 
that producers have to bury their vines to 
protect them from fatal winter freeze. Even
Icewine grapes are affected, because the 
snowfall can be so deep that it covers the
grape clusters. Quebec wine law therefore 
controversially allows Icewine producers to
pick the bunches and suspend them in nets 
above the vines (as shown below), rather 
than leaving them to freeze on the vine as in 
the rest of Canada (and Germany).

Most vines in Quebec are hybrids, such as 
Baco Noir and Maréchal Foch, although 
vinifera vines are gaining ground, and
predictions of climate change suggest that
areas in southern Quebec will be suitable  
for early-ripening vinifera varieties by the
2040s. Some producers, such as Les Brome, 
Vignoble Caron, and Les Pervenches, already 
make some very presentable Pinot Noir and 
Chardonnay, and an Indication Géographique
Protégée (IGP) Vin du Québec certification
is in the works.

Nova Scotia
Nova Scotia winters can be bitterly cold and 
so vines, mainly winter-hardy hybrids such  
as L’Acadie Blanc, Seyval Blanc, and Vidal,
are planted in sheltered areas and near the

Atlantic and the Bay of Fundy, whose waters
moderate the climate to some extent.  
There are fewer than 20 wineries, but Nova 
Scotia is gaining a reputation for traditional-
method sparkling wine, especially those made
from the hybrid L’Acadie Blanc. Benjamin 
Bridge is the leading producer, while others 
of note include L’Acadie Vineyards, Domaine 
de Grand Pré, and Blomidon Estate. Nova 
Scotia’s lone appellation, Tidal Bay, refers  
to a style – dry, aromatic, crisp, and fresh – 
rather than a location. Wines made solely 
from grapes grown in Nova Scotia can be 
labelled Wine of Nova Scotia.

Buyer beware
Many of the wines sold in Canada’s liquor
stores (mainly run by provincial monopolies) 
are blends of Canadian wine with wines 
imported in bulk, bottled by the bigger wine
producers in British Columbia, Ontario, 
and Nova Scotia. This is a common but 
controversial practice because many
consumers are unaware of the difference 
between an all-Canadian wine (often labelled 
VQA, for Vintners Quality Alliance) and one 
described on the label (usually in small letters)
as an “international blend of imported and 
domestic wines” – especially since some 
wineries bottle both.

Grapes at L’Orpailleur are picked and left 
hanging in nets over the snow-covered ground 
to freeze, concentrating the sugar to make
Icewine – a technique allowed exclusively  
in Quebec.
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